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Pastoral Care Everyone?
WHO CARES for the carers? Every parish, every church community, has
a priest or pastor. His—or her—job is to look after people in much the
same way as a shepherd looks after the sheep. That is the most striking
image in the bible for the work of looking after people. There are limits to
the metaphor. A ‘congregation’ (which means the gathering together of a
flock—grex, gregis) is not a group of silly sheep but of people who lead
complex lives, often involving expertise, skill, judgment, and wisdom. Not
only that but, even if in East Hendred Catholic Parish, we could talk about a
sheep as a hundred or two, as Jesus does in the story of the ninety-nine and
the sheep that goes missing, most Catholic parishes involve several hundred
people. Priests in busy parishes can see 800 or 1,000 come through the door
every weekend. So, how—realistically—can one priest or pastor expect to
look after numbers like that? Priests talk about ‘fire fighting’ - their working
week consists of whatever comes their way. Baptisms, weddings, funerals,
anointing the sick, attending the dying. But then there are the lonely: the
bereaved, the lonely, those not quite coping. And what about the school and
the catechising of the young? All of these matters could be described as
‘pastoral work’.
Larger churches—evangelical and catholic—have evolved what are known as
molecular models of pastoral care. In Exodus 18 we come across Moses
delegating authority at Jethro’s suggestion. Moses cares for the carers but
leaders are appointed for thousands, hundreds, fifties, and tens. Something
similar happens in Acts 6 where the apostles, to free themselves for the
ongoing work of preaching and evangelising, appoint seven deacons for
what was clearly the daily business of pastoral care. In most churches there
are informal networks of pastoral care as people look after one another. If
we look hard at what we have got, on the model of Exodus 18, we have the
Pope and Bishop and Parish Priest. The box that model doesn’t tick are the
groups of tens. It is quite noticeable that, in evangelical churches, most
people belong to a group of ten whereas Catholics tend to turn up only on
Sundays. The big exceptions to this, of course, are the weekday Mass
congregations and the bible and prayer groups that we have. So we’re not
doing badly, but could we do better? Care for one another, informally and
formally, better so that none is left out?
Fr Andrew
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Sunday
29th July

SUNDAY 17 PER ANNUM
Vigil Mass of Sunday: 6pm St Patrick’s
Mass: 9.30am St Mary’s

Sunday Year B: Week 1
[GREEN]
Pro populo
Pro populo

No 11.15am Mass at St Patrick’s
Monday
30thJuly

Of Week 17
Mass: 9.15am St Mary’s

Tuesday
31st July

St Ignatius of Loyola, Founder
Mass: 9.15am St Mary’s

Wednesday
1st August

[green] Weekday Year 2: Week 17
FM Edward Woods 1937

St Alphonsus Liguori, Founder, Bishop
Adoration: 11.45am
Mass: 12.15pm St Mary’s

Thursday
2nd August

Of Week 17
Mass: 9.15am St Mary’s

Friday
3rd August

Of Week 17
Mass: 8.30am Hendred House
Adoration: 3pm Hendred House

Saturday
4thAugust

St John Vianney, Priest
Mass 9.30am (Latin)

Sunday
5th August

SUNDAY 18 PER ANNUM
Mass: 9.30am St Mary’s
Mass: 11.15am St Patrick’s
Mass: 6pm Milton Manor
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Holy Souls
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Confessions: Sundays at 8.45am or by appointment
www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

LOOKING AHEAD
GATHERING TOGETHER IN CHRIST
Our next two meetings will be on Tuesdays, August 7th and September 4th. At our
meeting in August we shall be reading chapter 7 of Paul’s letter to the Romans to help
us discuss and pray. Parish rooms, 7.30 pm; coffee and biscuits beforehand; finish 8.30 –
9.00. All welcome.
WEDNESDAY 15TH AUGUST
As well as 12.15pm, there will be Mass at 7.30pm at St Mary’s on this Holy Day of
Obligation.
SUMMER CHANGES OF MASS TIME
Weekend of 18th /19th August
Mass at St Patrick’s will be at 6pm on Saturday 18th. Mass at St Mary’s will be at 11am on
Sunday 19th and sung by the Newman Consort. After Mass there will be a Festival Lunch
at the Wheatsheaf.
SUMMER EVENTS IN THE PARISH - KEEP THIS DATE!
19th August St Mary’s Festival Mass & Lunch
FANNING THE FLAME CATHOLIC MISSION - SUMMER CAMP
Join us for 5 days of camping in the New Forest. Celebrating Mass and praying together,
engaging talks, stream time, workshops (of all sorts) horse riding, football, good showers
and great meals, and plenty of time to make friends and ask questions about your faith.
The Summer camp is for 10-25 year olds and runs from 20th - 24th August. Bookings
close on 12th August, so there's not long left to book your place. Please see poster in
church for more details and how to book your place.
PORTSMOUTH PEOPLE
Please take your copy of Portsmouth people magazine from the back of the church!
FLAME 2ND MARCH 2019
Bookings are now open! This is a highlight national event for Catholic young people in
Wembley Arena, featuring inspirational international speakers, award winning music and
celebrating faith and the young Church. Ages 14 - 25. Please see poster in church.
PARISH COLLECTION
Last Sunday collection raised a total of £1160.72 of which 86% was Gift aided.
FORTHCOMING SECOND COLLECTIONS
16th September: Home Mission Sunday
NEWSLETTER | Please send all notices for next week's Newsletter to Maria at
hendred@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk by Wednesday 10 am

WE REMEMBER IN OUR PRAYERS
BAPTISM AND WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES
Those whose anniversaries fall at this time.
THE SICK AND THOSE IN NEED
Sr Catherine, Mary Wallace, Brenda Paddon, Alfie Bartlam, Jadvyga Adasko, Angus
Clark, Andrew Gunn and Julian Quinn. Names remain for four weeks.
THE FAITHFUL DEPARTED
Those who have died recently and those with anniversaries at this time: Basil Eyston, James
Matthew Lineham, Edith Mary Fielding, Patrick Bell, Jimmy Townley, Fr Anthony ffrench-Mullen,
Helen Midwinter, Doris Baker, Henry Castle, Jess Tuckat and Monica Wheeler.
HOLY FATHER’S JULY PRAYER INTENTION - Evangelization: Priests and
their Pastoral Ministry. That priests, who experience fatigue and loneliness in their
pastoral work, may find help and comfort in their intimacy with the Lord and in their
friendship with their brother priests.
PLEASE PRAY FOR..
Peace in the world and for those who govern the nations that they may do so wisely and
justly; for Archbishop Cornelius and the clergy and people of our twin diocese of Bamenda,
for an end to the troubles there.
Vocations to all states of life and ministry in the Church, especially to the Sacred Priesthood, Diaconate and Religious Life.
All our students currently in formation for ordination and those responsible for their formation in the various seminaries in which they are based.
For all preparing to travel on holiday or pilgrimage that they may return safe and refreshed.
All clergy preparing to move to new assignments in the autumn.
The unity of all Christians in doctrine, life and worship.
YOUTH 2000 - WALSINGHAM SUMMER FESTIVAL 23-27 AUGUST
2018’s biggest young Catholic Summer Festival! Walsingham, a 5-day camping festival run
by young people for young people. It is about us discovering who we are as we come faceto-face with the God who made us, knows us and loves us. together we ask all the biggest
questions in an environment of a wholehearted encounter. What am I worth? What’s my
purpose? Deep down, who am I? Anyone between the ages of 16 - 35, or families with
parents or children in this age-range are welcome. For more information or to book a place
please go to www.youth2000.org/festival
THE CARMELITES AT BOARS HILL
Starting in September they will be offering two one-year courses both rooted in the Carmelite Tradition – a School of Prayer and a Prayer Guides Course. Please see leaflets at the
back of the church.

